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'ABOUT DATES: Few cameras carry their birth dates. Many do carry patent
numbers on lenses, shutters or impressed in the interior wood panels.

These dates relate to the original patent issuance for design or mechani-
cal inventions within the total product. In many cases the manufacturing
date of the camera is twenty years or more following the patent dates, es-
pecially in the case of rollfilm folding and box cameras. For example,
Kodak's No. 2 Folding Cartridge Hawk-Eye camera was first made in 1926

and discontinued in 1930; one patent number in this camera bears a 1910 date.

ABOUT SERIAL NUMBERS: Few early cameras have serial numbers which can be
the basis for camera dating since most camera companies of the Victorian
Era and the periods to World wWar I are long since gone. Cameras from the
1920s to the Present may be dated to within months of their manufacture
in most instances. Photographic historians date cameras almost entirely
by locating them in existing catalogues to establish the years in which
‘major designs were offered.
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NUMBERS AND LETTERS: Beyond the camera trademark, beyond the camera name,
there are often key identification symbols in letters or numbers. The use
of these symbols (usually I, II, III or IV; or 1, 2, 3 and 4; and A, B, C
and D; etc.) have meant different things at different times. In the
beginnings of mass camera manufacture, a camera model A was physically
smaller than a similar camera in the next larger size which was then
identified as B, etc. In the period after World War I, cameras marked

A were first models of a camera line; successor (and usually signifi-
cantly improved) models to follow in the next years were then known as

B, C, etc. But not always; even the system-conscious Germans varied

from this practice with Zeiss adhering to the A, B, C and D system to
identify size of film change while almost every other German company

made the first model its Model A, and the second, the Model B. The
combination of this letter (or Roman numeral) plus serial number (in-
variably part of better cameras since the 1920s) serves to provide sure
identification today. It is critical to identify a camera by the letter
or number if known.
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ABOUT NAMES: Earliest cameras - pre-Civil War to immediately following
that period were made by now-forgotten cabinet makers, usually to the
specifications made necessary by the optics. Lenses were almost all
identified by their makers; engraved names on the barrels of lenses identi-
fy the lens onlv, not the camera. Photographers identify cameras by the
size of the film which it exposes when there is no brand name identifi-
cation. After the invention of the dry plate process (mid- 18705), cameras
truly entered the era of mass production; manufacturer name plates were
affixed, often in an obvious position below the lens on the wood. Later
cameras, particularly leather-covered types, often had the names stamped
into the exterior leather surfaces.

Cameras ¢ n rarely be identified, dated or appralsed by names only
since lenses and shutters in a variety of sizes were often made available
in different years, some now being quite rare optics.






