











































































































































































































































































































HOT WEATHER TROUBLES

to be on our guard, therefore, in warm weather, not to over-
develop.

There is another reason why development is more rapid
at a high temperature than ata low one, beside the general
rule that chemical operations are more energetic, and this
is that a warm liquid softens and penetrates the gelatine
more quickly, and leaves it in a more generally permeable
condition ; so that the developer gets to work in the film more
quickly.

Fixing as well as developing is accelerated, though, as
over-fixing is not possible within reasonable limits, this need
not concern us, and it is best to be on the safe side, by leaving
the photograph in the bath as long at one time of year as at
another, if the fixing is done by time. With negatives it is
best to be guided by the appearance of the film.

Washing, on account of the greater permeability of the
gelatine, undoubtedly is complete in less time in summer than
in winter. It is always desirable, for reasons already given,
not to prolong the washing unduly. It should on no account
be scamped, of course ; but, provided it is thorough, the more
quickly it is completed the better. This is particularly im-
portant in summer, when the water is not very cold, since wet
gelatine is prone to decompose. At all times of the year, but
especially in summer, therefore, washing should not be
prolonged. The small number of negatives or prints with
which the amateur has to deal at any one time, should not take
more than an hour to wash, in any case. But that hour must
be spent in work, changing the photographs from one dish to
another all the time, doing this changing by taking them out
individually, allowing them to drain, and then placing them in
the fresh water.

For the same reason, when the washing is complete, drying
should be carried out as quickly as possible. The higher tem-
perature of summer air helps us in this respect, provided we
take care that the air which has to do the drying is not un-
necessarily moist. For this reason it is best to wipe the glass
side and edges of negatives quite dry ; and with care a good
deal of surplus water on the film side can be got rid of by
gently dabbing it with a smoothly folded handkerchief.

A print will dry much more quickly if it is placed on a
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PHOTOGRAPHY MADE EASY

sheet of glass, face downwards, covered with a sheet of ab-
sorbent paper, and a roller squeegee passed over it once or twice.
It can then be peeled off the glass, and will contain a minimum
of water to be got rid of by evaporation. Drying should never
be done in the dark room, where a big area of wet sink keeps
the air moist. Nor should the draining from negatives or
prints be allowed to collect in a pool beneath them. What is
needed is a current of air; so that a window or doorway is
usually the place where the drying is best carried out. On
no account must it be done in direct sunshine, which is often
hot enough to cause the wet gelatine to run.
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